- The Kings Maieſties Anſwer to the Petition of the Houſe of 


Commons, ſent on Saturday laſt;thenineandtwentiethof this inſtant Fan.164.2. 


. Is 
Is Majeſty having ſeriouſly conſidered of the Petition preſented to him from the Houſe of Commons, 


> on Wecdnelday the fix and twentieth of thismoneth, returnes this anſwer. 6 
That he was in good hope his gracious Mdlage,the twentieth of this moneth, to both Houſes would 


VA h have produced ſome ſuch oyerture,which byoftring what is fit on their parts to do, and what is proper 


0 = & for his Majeſty to grant,might beget a mutwll confidence in cach other. 
50M Concerning the Tower of London, His Myeſty did not expett, that having preferred a perſon of a 
known fortune,and an unqueſtionable reputation to that truſt, he ſhould be preſſed to remove him without any parti- 
It ehicacabetcd aw =vimn,and thereforcreturns thisagſwer, That if upon due examination any particulars ſhall 
be preſcrt2d to his Majeſty, whereby.it may appeare that his Majeſty was miſtaken in his opinion of the Gentleman;and 
that he is unfit for the truſt commitred to him, his Majeſty will make no ſcruple of diſcharging him , but otherwiſe his 
Majeſty is obliged in juſtice to himſelfe,to preſerve his own work, leſt his favour and good opinion may prove a difad- 
vantage & misfortune to his ſervants without any other accuſation, of which his Majeſty doubts nor this Houſe of Com- 
_ -mons will befe-tender,(as of all buſineſſe wherein his Majeſties honour is fo much concerned)that if they find no mate- 
Tiall exceptions againſt his perſon, they will rather endeavourto fatisfic and reform the feares of other men then (by 
complying with them preſle his Majeſty to any reſolution which may ſeem ſo much to retie@ upon his honor & juſtice. 
For the Forts and Caſtles of the Kingdome his Maieſtyts reſolved that they ſhall alwayes be in ſuch hands (and onely 
in ſuch) as the Parliament may ſafely confide in:But the nomination of any perſon to thoſe places, being ſo principall 
and inſeparable a flower of his Crowne, veſted in him,and derived to him from his Anceſtors by the Fundamentall Laws 
of the Kingdome he will reſerveto himſelfe; In beſtowing whereof,as his Maieſty will take care that no corrupt or fini- 
ſter courſes ſhall prevaile with him,ſohe is willing to declare that he ſhall not be induced to expreſſe that favour ſo ſoon 
to any perſon as to thoſe whoſe good demeanour ſhall be emigent to him or his Parliament: And if he now hath or ſhall 
at any time by miſinformation confer ſuch a truſt upon an undeſerving perſon, he is and alwaies will be ready to leave 

him to the wiſdome and juſtice of his Parliament. Es 

For the Militia of the K ingdome (which by the Law is ſubje& to no command but of his Majeſty , and of authority 
lawfully derived from him )when any particular courſe for ordering the ſame(which his Majeſty holds very neceſſary for 
the peace and ſecurity of his Kingdome) ſhall be conſidered and digeſted by his Parliament,and propoſed to his Maje- 
ſty,his Majeſty will return ſuch an an{wer,as ſhall be agreeable to his honour and the ſatety of his people, His Ma zeſty 
being reſolved only to deny thoſe things, the granting whereof would alter the fundamentall Laws, and endanger the 
very foundation upon which the publike happineſſe and welfare of his people 1s founded and conſtituted, and would 
nouriſh a greater and more deſtructive jealoufte between theCrown and the Subjects, then any of theſe which would 


ſeem to be taken away by ſuch a ſatisfaction : And his Majeſty doth not doubt that his having granted more then ever 


King hath granted will ever perſwade his Houſe of Commonsto aske more then ever Subjeds have asked. And if they 
, — ball acquaint his Majeſty with the particular grounds of thgir doubts and feares, he will ver willingſyapply remedies 
| Pproportionall to thoſe fears.For his Majeſty cals God to witneſle, that the preſervation of the publick peace,. and the 


laws and libertics of the Subje&,ſhall alwaics be his Majeſtiescare and induſtry as of his life, and the lives of his deareſt _ 
Children. And therefore his Majeſty doth conjure the Houſe of Commons by all the aCts of juſticejand favour they have 
received from him this Parliament, by their hopes of future happineſſe in his Majeſty, andin one anothers love ofRek-. 
gion and the peace of this Kingdome (in which that of Ireland cannot be forgotten) that they will nor be traniparted® 
with jealouſies and apprehenſions of poſſible dangers, to put themſelves and his Majeſty into reall and preſent ineomyerre ns 
niences, but that they will ſpeedily purſuc the way, propoſedby his Majeſtys former meſſage which in humane realomarrr os 
the only way to compole the diſtrations of the Kingdom; and with Gods bleſſing will reſtore a great meaſure of Selim 
city to King and People. BE es 
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